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system to have been formed, of e undoubtedly going on
before our eyes. There may be little, indeed, in the
downfall of meteoric showers to suggest the idea of
world-formation or sun-formation ; little in the present
aspect of the zodiacal light or of the solar corona, to
present to the mind's eye a picture of that vaster
agglomeration of meteoric and cometic systems, all
speeding with inconceivable velocities on their inter-
lacing orbits, which I imagine to have been the em-
bryon of the solar scheme. But sun and planets are
growing, however slowly, as the meteoric hail falls
continuously upon them; the zodiacal light anS. the
solar corona are doubtless due to the existence of
meteoric systems, resembling (however relatively insig-
nificant) those which I have pictured asjihe materials
of the planetary scheme. In the Saturnian rings, also,
which have been proved by the researches of Maxwell
and others to consist of multitudes of discrete bodies,
we have evidence of the same sort in the case of a
subordinate centre of aggregation. So that we have, a
form of evidence which was wanting in the case of the
nebular hypothesis, in favour of this other hypothesis,
by which, as in Laplace's, the present state of the solar
system is regarded as the result of a process of develop-
ment, and not of special creative fiats of the Almighty.
In this last respect, the hypothesis I have put for-
ward will doubtless seem objectionable to those who
imagine that, in indicating processes according to
which the solar system may have reached its present
condition, astronomers are attacking the attributes of